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E-Bulletin No. 6  March 2022 

 
“Think of family engagement as spinach. Now think of schools as 

Popeye.  Put the two together and you have the strength to 
accomplish a lot.”  

             PTO Today 
 

INVESTORS IN FAMILIES NEWS 
We hope you all had a wonderful half term and managed some much needed rest and 
relaxation.  As this is another short term we thought we would bring you our newsletter 
early so you can utilise the content!  
 
Work is well on the way with our new IiF development which will include a new logo design, 
brochure, updated content and handbook and exciting toolkits are all being developed.  
 
HAVE YOUR SAY … One area that we are considering changing are the levels of our 
standards.  Currently, we have our Emerald, Sapphire, Amethyst and Diamond Standard.  
What are your thoughts on keeping these standards or heading towards the ‘well known’ 
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum standards?  It would be great to have your 
feedback…….please email kate@investorsinfamilies.co.uk and have your say. 
 
 

 
 Have you heard of this quote?  If so … watch this space for our next workshop on building a 

community school. 
 
 

[Please click any links by holding down your Ctrl key and then clicking on the link] 
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ACCREDITATIONS 
Last half term we had two wonderful accreditations in North and South Wales.  
Congratulations and huge well done to: 
 

Ysgol Ty Fynnon - reaccreditation and were awarded their Amethyst Standard 
 

The Bridge Alternative Provision – reaccreditation are were awarded their 
Amethyst Standard 

 
 

 USEFUL INFORMATION AND LINKS 
 

Initiative launched to assist Community Centres/Clubs 
in Wales to obtain life-saving equipment 

   
Recent tragic Cardiac Arrest events involving professional sports persons at the peak of their physical 
fitness, has highlighted the fact that Cardiac Arrest can happen to ANYONE of any 
age, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE! 
 
We have therefore launched an initiative to assist community Centres/clubs in Wales to obtain this life-
saving equipment.  We are currently offering an increased grant of £300 towards the cost of every 
Defibrillator we supply.  
  
Importantly we also provide free online Defibrillator awareness training. 
  
To proceed in obtaining a Defibrillator, simply complete our short online application to receive a quote 
via the following link: https://calonhearts.org/apply-for-a-defib 
  
If you have any queries or wish to discuss obtaining a Defibrillator, please contact myself via 
email: kym@calonhearts.org or telephone 02922 402 670 

 
 

Ending Physical Punishment Campaign Partner Pack 
  
From 21 March 2022, physically punishing children will be illegal in Wales.  The Ending physical 
punishment campaign is raising awareness about this important change in law and has started its biggest 
and most important burst in the campaign to date. 
  
We would really value your support to spread the message and raise awareness of the change in law by 
sharing the campaign across your channels and networks. 
 
Here’s the link to our partner pack, which includes resources for your social media channels.  
 
https://wales.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-wales/images/assetbox/ce40e904-
b1b3-4ca8-b0f6-98f9e78cd2ad/asset8337.html  
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Staff Wellbeing 
 

Creative Education highlighted that staff wellbeing topped the concerns that leaders have mentioned.  
Here are some courses and resources to help you with this very important topic  

1. Upcoming webinar: School Leaders: Looking after your own wellbeing (as well as 

everyone else’s) 

2. Webinar playback: Promoting the Wellbeing of Staff and Pupils at St Just Primary 

School 

3. Resource: Workplace wellbeing toolkit from MHFA England 

4. Book: A Toolbox of Wellbeing: Helpful strategies & activities for children, teens, their 

carers & teachers 

5. On-Demand: Manage your Mental Health as a New Teacher 

6. Book: Promoting Emotional Wellbeing in Early Years Staff: A Practical Guide for 

Looking after Yourself and Your Colleagues 

7. On-demand: How and why to create a Personal Wellbeing Action Plan 

8. Webinar playback: Staff Wellbeing Policies and Charters, What Works, What Doesn’t? 

What Next? 

9. Webinar playback: Staff Wellbeing at Redruth Secondary School 

10. On-Demand: Supporting the Wellbeing of Your Team of Support Staff 

11. On-Demand: Stay Mentally Well During COVID19 

12. On-Demand: How to stay mentally well at work 

13. Book: Cultures of Staff Wellbeing and Mental Health in Schools: Reflecting on Positive 

Case Studies  

14. Book: The Wellbeing Toolkit: Sustaining, supporting and enabling school staff 

 
 Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 

 
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel is the new name for Sustrans Big Pedal. The 
event has a new name, but it still has the same aim – to encourage more 
families to travel to school actively, to help create healthier and happier 
communities. 
  
Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel will run for 10 days from 21 March to 1 April 
2022 and is open to all primary and secondary schools in the UK, including 
SEN schools. 

 
More information… 
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Posters For Your Classroom 

School of Kindness have a series of new printable posters for your 
classroom that focus on scientific facts about kindness!  

 
View our new posters series 

 

 
 

Are you known for your delectable doughnuts, scrumptious 
sponge cake or brilliant bread baking skills? Join in with the 
Big Bake this March and use your skills to raise funds for Child 
Bereavement UK. You could hold a bake sale, run a baking 
masterclass or host a fundraising coffee and cake morning – 
the choice is yours.  
 
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/the-big-bake 
 

 

 

 

 

Calling all bakers! 

RESOURCES/TRAINING 

 

 
30th March free training for staff or share on Social Media with families. 

 
Aimed at those on low or fixed incomes and those who support and care for them 
The session will cover: 
 

 Switching safely 
 Reading your meter 
 Understanding your energy bill 
 Accessing government help 
 Knowing your entitlements 
 Accessing government schemes 
 Getting support with energy arrears and debt. 

 
Following the session there will be an opportunity to arrange an Energy Bill Makeover with one 
of our advisers.   
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diy-energy-bill-makeovers-for-low-income-households-tickets-
245670395767?aff=ebdsoporgprofile  



5 | P a g e  
 

 

Ince CE Primary in Wigan run Trauma Informed School UK training from 
their school. 
  
This is a fully recognised diploma course for professionals who wish to 
support children and families in schools.   
 
Please see below the flyer for the next TISUK course in September. 
  
They have 24 places available and these do go fast within the authority but 
Ince Primary thought it would be good to start to reach a wider audience. 
 

https://www.traumainformedschools.co.uk/images/TISUK_Practitioner_Sept_2021.pdf 
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

Does your school website work for you? 
Does your school website work for your families? 

When did you last review your school website? 
Have you asked for feedback on your website? 

 
These are just some of the questions you may wish to consider.  A School’s website has many purposes and 
getting it right for everyone can be difficult.  It is always beneficial to review your website regularly and consider 
the pointers below: 
 
Appearance 
The overall look of the website is the first thing that users notice when they visit the website.  This includes the 
layout, colours, images and fonts you use to build the website.  
 
Quality Content 
A good school website is expected to include a range of quality content.  Remember to add basic information 
like contact details, welcoming messages, school value and images to the homepage followed by learning 
resources, curriculum information, news, events calendar and other school information. 
 
Navigation 
The website design and good content are very important.  However, if visitors cannot easily find the 
information they are looking for, they will become frustrated and it will negatively affect the overall user 
experience. 
 
The Right Message 
Make sure your website sends the right message to its visitors and it actually represents the values and 
promotes the strengths of your school.  Your website is very important when it comes to creating the best 
image of your school. 
 
Mobile Version 
This is another very important feature that should not be ignored in modern days.  Most users, including 
teachers, parents and students will visit the school website on their mobile devices.  Therefore, it is important 
to make sure that the website remains clear on all devices. 
 
Finally, make it engaging! 
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GRANTS & FUNDING 
 

  
KFC Foundation 

Not-for-profit organisations near KFC’s can apply for grants of between £200 and £2,000 for projects 
which empower disadvantaged young people in the UK to fulfil their potential. They would welcome 
applications for projects which: 

 Benefit young people aged 11-25 years old. 
 Supports those in a position of social disadvantage (i.e., care leavers, those experiencing 

homelessness, young carers, young parents, young people at risk of or with experience of the 
criminal justice system). 

 Empower young people to fulfil their potential and build a positive future by providing spaces 
that allow young people to feel safe and secure, helping them to unlock talent, build life skills, 
provide mentoring, and improve their chances to gain meaningful employment. 

 Are local to a KFC restaurant  
 Will demonstrate positive results from their project within 12 months of our funding being 

received. 

The KFC Foundation Community Grants | Applications Now Open 
 
Application open on 22nd March: They are all available free to schools and 
early years settings as part of Learning through Landscapes Local School 
Nature Grants Programme, supported by players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery. 
This outdoor learning grant fund has two elements – a fully funded 
outdoor learning training for your staff and £500 of equipment for 
outdoor learning. 
The grants are available in England, Wales and Scotland only. They are 
available to all schools. Early years providers must have at least 5 staff and 
a building – either stand alone or part of a school. 
 
https://www.ltl.org.uk/projects/local-school-nature-grants/ 
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Postcode Community Trust 

The Trust has launched it’s 2022 grants programme, to support smaller charities and good causes for 
projects within the following themes: 

 Improving mental wellbeing. 
 Enabling community participation in the arts. 
 Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty. 
 Supporting marginalised groups and promoting equality. 
 Improving biodiversity & green spaces. 
 Enabling participation in physical activity. 
 Responding to the climate emergency & promoting sustainability. 
 Increasing community access to outdoor space. 

Registered Charities and CICs can apply for grants of up to £25,000, and other not for profit organisations 
can apply for grants of up to £2,500 to support both project and core costs. 
 
The Postcode Community Trust is operating monthly from March to October 2022. A limited number of 
grants will be awarded each month. The fund will open for applications at 9am on 1st of each month and 
will close either after the limit has been reached, or 10th of the month, whichever is the sooner. 

 
Apply for a grant | Postcode Community Trust 

 

British Ecological Society – Outreach Grants 
 
Grants of up to £2,000 are available to support the promotion of ecological science to a wider audience. 
Individuals and organisations across Great Britain can now apply for grants to organise public 
engagement events in ecology. 

 
The deadline to apply is 18 March 2022. 

 
Portal homepage - British Ecological Society (flexigrant.com) 

 
 

The National Garden Scheme - Community Gardens Award 2022 
  
Up to £5,000 is available for community groups in England and Wales to create a garden or similar project 
(such as an allotment) with horticultural focus for the benefit of their local community.  These projects 
should aim to bring a community together by being a space people can share, by the acquisition and 
sharing of gardening knowledge and skills by inspiring a love of gardening. 
 
The closing date for applications for the 2022 Community Gardens Awards is 28th February 2022.  
Find out more at https://ngs.org.uk/cga-application/ 
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Funding to Enable Disadvantaged Young People Reach their Potential (UK) 
 
Registered charities (including Schools that are registered as charities for young people with disabilities) 
that work with disadvantaged children under the age of 25 can apply for funding of up to £10,000 through 
the Ironmongers Company's grants programme. 
 
Projects must meet all of the following criteria: 
 

 For children and young people under the age of 25 who are disadvantaged 
 Consist of educational activities that develop learning, motivation and skills 
 Have clear aims and objectives to be met within a planned timescale 
 Are within the UK 

 
The Company is particularly interested in enabling primary age children to develop a strong foundation 
for the future. Projects could, for example: 
 

 support special educational needs, 
 address behavioural problems 
 promote citizenship, parenting or life skills. 

 
Preference will be given to projects piloting new approaches where the outcomes will be disseminated to 
a wider audience. 
 
The next deadline for applications is the 31st July 2022. 
 

http://www.ironmongers.org/charity_organisations.htm 
 

 
Nature Grants for Schools (England, Scotland & Wales) 

 
Schools in England, Scotland and Wales will soon be able to apply for up to £500 worth of free outdoor 
equipment and up to half a day of professional outdoor training. 
 
Schools can choose from hundreds of different products to deliver outdoor learning and play. 
 
The funding is being made available through the charity Learning through Landscapes’ Local School Nature 
Grant Programme and is funded by the players of People’s Postcode Lottery. 
 
Funding will also be open to Early Year’s settings which have their own building and more than five staff. 
 
There will be four funding rounds throughout the year which will support a total of 900 schools. 
 
Applications for round one will be accepted between the 22nd March 2022 and the 29th April 2022. 
 

https://www.ltl.org.uk/news/local-school-nature-grants-to-return-for-biggest-year-yet/ 
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Funding to Raise the Academic Attainment of Disadvantaged Children & Young People 
(England) 

 
The Education Endowment Foundation are looking to fund and evaluate projects taking place in schools, 
nurseries and colleges in England that will raise the attainment and wider outcomes of 3- to 18-year-olds 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. 
 
Colleges, schools, special schools, early years settings, charities, local authorities, academy chains, 
universities, social enterprises and businesses can apply for funding to deliver projects that aim to improve 
attainment in three priority areas: 
 

 Early Language; 
 Mathematics in Early Years and Key Stage 1; 
 Cognitive Science. 

 
There is no minimum or maximum award amounts, but previous grants have ranged from £90,000 to £1.5 
million. Projects should aim to reach more than 100 students, and ideally cover more than one school. The 
deadline for applications is the 4th April 2022. 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/projects-and-evaluation/apply-for-funding 
 

Funding to Increase Engineering Knowledge in Young People (UK) 
 
Funding is available for UK-based educational projects that aim to increase engineering knowledge in 
young people aged 4-19. Jointly funded by the Institution of Engineering and Technology and the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, the Engineering Education Grant Scheme is open to applications 
from any organisation capable of developing and delivering UK-based educational activities, including 
schools, youth groups, IET or IMechE members and STEM organisations. 
 
Two levels of funding are available for projects that aim to inspire young people to study science, 
technology, engineering and maths subjects or raise awareness of engineering and technology-based 
careers. Up to £5,000 is available for standard applications, and a small number of awards of up to £15,000 
are available for projects that aim to make a bigger impact. 
The closing date for applications is the 15th April 2022. 
  

https://education.theiet.org/support/funding/funding-schemes-and-bursaries/ 
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COMPETITIONS 
 

 
 

The Great Bug Hunt 2022! 
 
The 2022 ASE Great Bug Hunt is here! It's been a long winter, but the little creatures will shortly be making 
their way out of hibernation into the warm spring sunshine – and then what will you find? Entries to reach 
ASE by June 10th 2022. 
  

https://www.schoolscience.co.uk/bughunt 
 

    
 
    
 
   If You Were An Engineer, What Would You Do?® 

 
This exciting competition mapped to the curriculum, asks pupils from primary schools, secondary 
schools and nurseries to identify a problem in the world and design a solution to it.  Inspired 
through engagement with engineering professionals, pupils are encouraged to ‘find the engineer 
they could be’ by designing the future of engineering. 
 

 Register now 
 

 
 
The annual badge design competition gives pupils the chance to design the new WOW badges. Last year, 
we had over 90,000 entries making it one of the biggest design competitions for children in the UK.  
 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/badgecompetition2022 
 

 
 


